
Book studies across school 
 

Year Group / Term Love of Reading 
 
Whole class text 

Guided Reading Poems / Nursery 
rhymes. 

Key Authors through 
School:  

Roald Dahl, Julia Donaldson, Anthony Browne, Jill Murphy, 
Michael Morpurgo, Allan Ahlberg 

EYFS - FS1 
 
Autumn 1 
Me and My 
Community 
Exploring Autumn 
 
 
 
Autumn 2  
Once upon a time 

Sparkle and shine 

 
 
 
 
Spring 1 
Starry Night 

Winter Wonderland 

 

 

 

Spring 2  

Dangerous 

Dinosaurs 

Puddles and 

Rainbows 

 

 
 
Summer 1 
Sunshine and 
sunflowers 

Books linked to talk for writing / cornerstones topics and Pie Corbett 
books.  
Autumn 1  
I am Too Absolutely Small for School (Charlie and Lola) by Lauren Child 
Once There Were Giants by Martin Waddell 
Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers 
People who help us by John Wood 
Leaf Man by Lois Elhert  
Colour Monster goes to school- Anna Llenas 
Autumn 2  

Cinderella 

The Three Bears 
Red Riding Hood 

The Three Little Pigs 
The Nativity story 

 
 

Spring 1  
Whatever Next! Jill Murphy 
 
Peace at last Jill Murphy 
 
Owl Babies by Martin Waddell 
 
How to catch a star by Oliver Jeffers 
 
The Gruffalo’s Child Julia Donladson  

 
Spring 2 
Dinosaur Roar Henrietta Stickland 

Tyrannosaurus drip Julia Donaldson  

Cave Baby Julia Donaldson  

Dinosaurs Love Underpants Claire Freedman 

Colour Monster- Anna Llenas 
 

Summer 1  
Sun by Carol Thompson 
Errol's Garden by Gillian Hibbs 
Jump and Shout! by Mike Dumbleton 
My Butterfly Bouquet by Nicola Davies 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 
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Shadows and 
reflections 
 
 
Summer 2  
Big Wide world 
Splash! 

 
Summer 2  
Penguin on Holiday by Salina Yoon 
Our World: A First Book of Geography by Sue Lowell Gallion 
Handa's Hen by Eileen Browne 
All Are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold  
Clean Up! by Nathan Bryon 
 
Nursery Pie Corbett Books  

• Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You see? Eric Carle 

• Come on Daisy Jane Simmons  

• Dear Zoo Rod Campbell 

• Each Peach Pear Plum Janet & Alan Ahlberg  

• Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy Lynley Dodd  

• Hug Jez Alborough  

• Jaspers Beanstalk Nick Butterworth  

• The Train Ride June Crebbin  

• Where’s Spot? Eric Hill 

• You Choose Nick Sharratt  

• The Very Hungry Caterpillar Eric Carle  

• Were going on a bear hunt Michael Rosen  
All Pie Corbett books to be read over and over again during end of day 
story time to develop recall of these books and provide the basis for 
work further on in school. 

FS2  
Autumn 
Let’s Explore 
Build it up  
Marvellous 
Machines 
Puppets and pop ups  
 
 
 
 
Spring 
Long Ago  
Stories and Rhyme 
Ready Steady Grow 
Signs of Spring 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer 

We're Going on a Bear Hunt – Michael Rosen 
Owl babies – Martin Waddle  
Monkey Puzzle – Julia Donaldson 
Whatever Next – Jill Murphy 
In Every House, on Every Street Hardcover – Jess Hitchmen 
First Favourite Tales: Little Red Hen – Ladybird 
Mr Grumpy’s outing – John Birningham  
It’s great to be kind - Jordan Collins and Stuart Lynch 
No-Bot the Robot's New Bottom - Sue Hendra 
What Do Machines Do All Day? - Jo Nelson  
The Koala Who Could – Rachel Bright 
 
 
The Tiger Who Came to Tea – Judith Kerr 
Rosie's Hat – Julia Donaldson 
Room on the Broom – Julia Donaldson 
The babies' catalogue - Janet and Allan Ahlberg 
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes – Jan Fearnley 
The Gigantic Turnip - Aleksei Tolstoy 
The Smartest Giant in town – Julia Donaldson  

The Great Race: The Story of the Chinese Zodiac – Emily Hiles 

The Bog Baby - Jeanne Willis 
 
 
 
Doing the Animal Bop - Jan Ormerod 
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Animal Safari 
Creep, crawl and 
wriggle 
On the beach 
Move it/Moving on 

Book of Animals (Here We Are) - Oliver Jeffers 
From head to toe – Eric Carle 
Handa's Surprise - Eileen Browne 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar - Eric Carle 
The Snail and the Whale – Julia Donaldson 
Pirates Love Underpants - Claire Freedman 
Tip Tap Went the Crab - Tim Hopgood 
The Hare and the Tortoise (Aesop's Fables) - Kelly Miles 
Monkey puzzle- Julie Donaldson 
The very hungry caterpillar- Eric Carle 
A first book of animals – Nicola Davis 
Non fiction animal facts. 
All Pie Corbett books to be read over and over again during end of day 
story time to develop recall of these books and provide the basis for 
work further on in school. 
 
Nursery rhymes: Humpty Dumpty, Wind the bobbin up, Horsey horsey, 5 
little men in a flying saucer and 5 currant buns.  
 

Year One 
Autumn 
Childhood 
 
 
Spring 
Bright lights big city 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer 
School days  

Wilfred Gordon Mc Donald Partridge Mem Fox 
(560L) 
 
 
 
 
Dick Whittington: Russell Punter (510l) 
 
The town mouse and the country Mouse: 
Susanna Davidson (450l) 
 
Topsy and Tim visit London.  by Jean and Gareth 
Adamson 
 
 
 
Wiffy Wilson the wolf who wouldn’t go to 
school. Caryl Hart (530l) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
London Bridge is 
falling down 
 
London’s burning 
 
The muffin man 
 
Pussy cat pussy cat 
where have you 
been (book)  
 
Heard it in the 
playground.   by 
Alan Ahlberg   
 

Must reads by all 
children / 
teacher to class: 

Peace at Last Jill Murphy 
Can’t you Sleep little bear? Martin Waddell 
Where the Wild Things Are Maurice Sendak 
The Elephant and the Bad Baby 
Elfrida Vipont and Raymond Briggs 
Avocado Baby John Burningham 
The Tiger Who Came to Tea Judith Kerr 
Lost and Found Oliver Jeffers 
Knuffle Bunny Mo Willems 
Beegu Alexis Deacon 
Dogger Shirley Hughes 
Cops and Robbers Alan and Janet Ahlberg 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Caryl-Hart/e/B0033MZ0RA?ref_=dbs_p_ebk_r00_abau_000000
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Elmer David McKee 
 

Year Two 
Autumn 
Movers and 
Shakers  
 
 
 
Spring 
Land ahoy / 
Coastline 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer 
Magnificent 
Monarchs  

Rosa Parks (Little People, Big Dreams)  Lisbeth 
Kaiser  (Cultural text) (470l) 
 
Greta and the Giants ( Zoë Tucker) 
 
Ada Twist, Scientist ( Andrea Beaty) (550l) 
 
 
 
Grace Darling by Anita Ganeri (780L) 
 
Katie Morag and the new Pier:  by Mairi 
Hedderwick 
 
The magic finger by  Roald Dahl (560l) (guided 
read) 
 
 
 
Queen Victoria's Bathing Machine by  Gloria 
Whelan (820l) 
 
The Paper Bag Princess by  Robert Munsch 
 
The giraffe the Pelly and me by  Roald Dahl (840l) 
 
The enchanted wood by  Enid Blyton   (modern 
classic) (640l) (guided read) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The snail and the 
Whale: Julia 
Donaldson. 
Narrative.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Must reads by 
children / 
teacher to 
class: 

Traction Man is Here Mini Grey 
Meerkat Mail Emily Gravett 
Amazing Grace Mary Hoffman 
Pumpkin Soup Helen Cooper 
Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Book? Lauren Child 
Dr Xargle’s Book of Earthlets Tony Ross 
Not Now Bernard David McKee 
Tuesday David Wiesner 
The Flower John Light 
Gorilla Anthony Browne 
Emily Brown and The Thing Cressida Cowel 
The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark Jill Tomlinson 
The Hodgeheg Dick King-Smith 
Flat Stanley Jeff Brown 
Willa and old Miss Annie Berlie Doherty 
Fantastic Mr Fox: Roald Dahl. 

Year Three: 
Autumn: Through 
the ages  
 
 

Iron man: Ted 
Hughes(Modern 
fairytale) - 760 
 
 

Stig of the dump: Clive 
King - 890 
 
Stone age boy: Satoshi 
Kitamura 

Warrior Cinquin 

poem (Link to 

Tankas) 
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Spring: Rocks, relics 
and rumbles  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer: Emperors 
and Empires  

 

 
 
 
The Abominable: Eva 
Ibbotson  

- 1010 
 
 
 
 
 
The lion the Witch and 
The Wardrobe C.S 
Lewis (940L) Classic  

 
 
 
The firework makers 
Daughter: Phillip 
Pullman - 870 
 
The Pebble in My 
Pocket: A History of 
Our Earth (770L) by 
Meredith Hooper 
 
 
Roman Tales: The 
Goose Guards by  
Terry Deary 
 
Tiger, Tiger: Collins 
Modern Classic by  
Lynne Reid Banks 
(840l) 

Volcanoes poetry: 

Cornerstones 

(Shape poetry) 

 

 

 

Emperor Honorius' 
farewell poem 

Rhyming couplets 

 

Must reads by 
children.   

Cat Tales: Ice Cat Linda Newberry 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe CS Lewis 
The Battle of Bubble and Squeak Philippa Pearce 
Hansel and Gretel Anthony Browne 
Into the Forest Anthony Browne 
Esio Trott: Roald Dahl  

Year four: 
Autumn: Invasion  
 
 
 
Spring: Misty 
Mountain, 
Winding River 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer: Ancient 
civilisations  

Danny the Champion 
Of The World: Roald 
Dahl (790l) 
 
 
 
 
 
King of the Cloud 
Forests (Michael 
Morpurgo) (970l) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The fastest boy in the 
world (Elizabeth Laird) 
 
Cultural Text 
 

The Saga of Erik the 
Viking  (Terry Jones)  
 
 
Viking Boy by Tony 
Bradman  
 
 

Swallows and 
Amazons ( Arthur 
Ransome) (800l) 
Classic Text 
 
This Morning I Met a 
Whale (Michael 
Morpurgo) (720l) 
 
 

 
Secrets of a Sun King  
(Emma Carroll) 
(720L) 
 
Casting the Gods 
Adrift – Flashbacks  

Beowulf Anglo-
Saxon poem 
Cornerstones  
 
 
 
 
 
  
Misty Mountain, 
winding river.  
(Narrative poems) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ancient Civilisations 
(Free verse poems) 
 
 
 

https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/school/648/download/2020-empire_exp_modt_emperor_honorius_farewell_poem?token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJpc3MiOiJodHRwczpcL1wvbWFlc3Ryby5jb3JuZXJzdG9uZXNlZHVjYXRpb24uY28udWtcL2FwaVwvYXV0aFwvbG9naW4iLCJpYXQiOjE2MzExMTIxNTEsImV4cCI6MTY0NjY2NDE1MSwibmJmIjoxNjMxMTEyMTUxLCJqdGkiOiJaZ29IQmNVUWxEaTg0RmpGIiwic3ViIjo5NjE5LCJwcnYiOiI4N2UwYWYxZWY5ZmQxNTgxMmZkZWM5NzE1M2ExNGUwYjA0NzU0NmFhIiwia2V5IjoiQlBQbEttMXpTNkFUSmx0WERTM3FBcUlCdUpWRXBoYmQ1eXZIQlFMeE1Eb1NaaVh0VTAifQ.ZNe-67MeKuga2lNq3Ln8PrWXUd76CgVlNJn3Ri3HJLo
https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/school/648/download/2020-empire_exp_modt_emperor_honorius_farewell_poem?token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJpc3MiOiJodHRwczpcL1wvbWFlc3Ryby5jb3JuZXJzdG9uZXNlZHVjYXRpb24uY28udWtcL2FwaVwvYXV0aFwvbG9naW4iLCJpYXQiOjE2MzExMTIxNTEsImV4cCI6MTY0NjY2NDE1MSwibmJmIjoxNjMxMTEyMTUxLCJqdGkiOiJaZ29IQmNVUWxEaTg0RmpGIiwic3ViIjo5NjE5LCJwcnYiOiI4N2UwYWYxZWY5ZmQxNTgxMmZkZWM5NzE1M2ExNGUwYjA0NzU0NmFhIiwia2V5IjoiQlBQbEttMXpTNkFUSmx0WERTM3FBcUlCdUpWRXBoYmQ1eXZIQlFMeE1Eb1NaaVh0VTAifQ.ZNe-67MeKuga2lNq3Ln8PrWXUd76CgVlNJn3Ri3HJLo
https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/school/648/download/2020-invas_eng_modt_beowulf_anglo-saxon_poem?token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJpc3MiOiJodHRwczpcL1wvbWFlc3Ryby5jb3JuZXJzdG9uZXNlZHVjYXRpb24uY28udWtcL2FwaVwvYXV0aFwvbG9naW4iLCJpYXQiOjE2MzExMTIxNTEsImV4cCI6MTY0NjY2NDE1MSwibmJmIjoxNjMxMTEyMTUxLCJqdGkiOiJaZ29IQmNVUWxEaTg0RmpGIiwic3ViIjo5NjE5LCJwcnYiOiI4N2UwYWYxZWY5ZmQxNTgxMmZkZWM5NzE1M2ExNGUwYjA0NzU0NmFhIiwia2V5IjoiQlBQbEttMXpTNkFUSmx0WERTM3FBcUlCdUpWRXBoYmQ1eXZIQlFMeE1Eb1NaaVh0VTAifQ.ZNe-67MeKuga2lNq3Ln8PrWXUd76CgVlNJn3Ri3HJLo
https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/school/648/download/2020-invas_eng_modt_beowulf_anglo-saxon_poem?token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJpc3MiOiJodHRwczpcL1wvbWFlc3Ryby5jb3JuZXJzdG9uZXNlZHVjYXRpb24uY28udWtcL2FwaVwvYXV0aFwvbG9naW4iLCJpYXQiOjE2MzExMTIxNTEsImV4cCI6MTY0NjY2NDE1MSwibmJmIjoxNjMxMTEyMTUxLCJqdGkiOiJaZ29IQmNVUWxEaTg0RmpGIiwic3ViIjo5NjE5LCJwcnYiOiI4N2UwYWYxZWY5ZmQxNTgxMmZkZWM5NzE1M2ExNGUwYjA0NzU0NmFhIiwia2V5IjoiQlBQbEttMXpTNkFUSmx0WERTM3FBcUlCdUpWRXBoYmQ1eXZIQlFMeE1Eb1NaaVh0VTAifQ.ZNe-67MeKuga2lNq3Ln8PrWXUd76CgVlNJn3Ri3HJLo
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(Geraldine 
McCaughrean) 
 

Must reads by 
children.   

Bill’s New Frock Anne Fine 
Why the Whales Came Michael Morpurgo 
The Snow Walker’s Son Catherine Fisher 
Perry Angel’s Suitcase Glenda Millard 
Voices in the Park Anthony Browne 
Danny the Champion Of The World: Roald Dahl 

Year five: 
Autumn:  
Dynamic 
Dynasties  
 
Spring: Sow, 
Grow and Farm.  
Allotment 
 
 
 
Summer: 
Groundbreaking 
Greeks 

 
 
Bronze and Sunflower 

Cao Wenxuan 

 
 
Varjak Paw SF Said 
 
 
 
 
 
Wonder 

 RJ Palacio 

 
 
Usbourne illustrated 
stories from China.  
 
 
Toms Midnight Garden  
Modern Classic (860L) 
 
Farm Boy: Michael 
Morpurgo. - 740 
 
 
Who Let the Gods 
Out? By  Maz Evans 
 
Tales of the Greek 
Heroes  by  Roger 
Lancelyn Green 
 
 

 
 
Narrative poems 
Cornerstones.  
 
 
Diary of a Church 
Mouse by John 
Benjeman  
(narrative poem) 
 
 
 
 
Odes 
 Corner stones  

Must reads by 
children.   

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase Joan Aiken 
Wolf Brother Michelle Paver 
The Midnight Fox Betsy Byars 
FArTHER Grahame Baker-Smith 
Truckers: Terry Prachett 
Pig Heart Boy: Malorie Blackman  

Year  Six 
Autumn 
Maafa 
 
 
 
Spring 
Frozen Kingdom 
and Inuit 
 
 
 
 

 
Arrival by Shaun Tan 

 
 
 
 
 

The Hobbit ( J. R. R. 
Tolkien) (100l)   
(Classic text) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Freedom by 
Catherine Johnson 
 
Windrush Child by 
Benjamin Zephaniah 
(740L) 
 
The Wolf Wilder:  
Katherine Rundell – 
(640 L) 
 
Kaspar: The Titanic 
Cat (870L) 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
 

 

Acrostic poems  
 
 
 
 
 
Polar animals  
Haiku Poetry.  
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Summer 
Britain at War 

Boy in striped 

pyjamas: John Boyne 
(Modern Classic text) - 

1010 

 

 

Poppy field  by 
Michael Morpurgo 
(980L) 
 
Goodnight Mister Tom 
by  Michelle Magorian 
Modern classic (760L) 
 
 

Flanders fields by 
John McGree 

Must reads by 
children.   

Holes Louis Sachar 

Clockwork Philip Pullman 

The Boy at the back of the class: Onjali Rauf 

Skellig David Almond 

The Arrival Shaun Tan  

Fireweed: Jill Paton Walsh 


